
2010 AAUW of Oregon Convention Speakers 
 

Friday Night Keynote Speaker – AAUW & The Future 
 Speaker:  Betsy McDowell 
 

 
 
Betsy was born and raised in small towns in Iowa and is the youngest of five children.  
The family moved to Tacoma when she was in high school.  She attended Washington 
State University as biology major in the Honors College.  Betsy received early admission 
to optometry school at Pacific University graduating in 1982.    Upon graduation she 
moved to Salem, soon married and joined the Salem AAUW branch. 
 
Betsy has held almost every office in the Salem Branch.  She was elected AAUW of 
Oregon President for 2004-2006.  Following her term as president she was elected 
Mountain-Pacific Regional Director for 2007-2009.  In June of 2009, at the national 
convention, she was elected to the national AAUW Board of Directors.   AAUW of 
Oregon members are very proud to claim her as one of our own. 
 



Saturday Lunch 
 Lunch with Florence 
            Speaker: Jane McEldowney 
 
 

; 
Jane McEldowney is a graduate of OHSU with a B.S., R.N., and a N.C.S.N., in nursing. 
Jane and her husband Art, a former Foreign Service officer with the U.S., State 
department lived in seven different countries in 25 years.  Her daughter was born in Iran 
and her son in England.   During her life overseas Jane worked in public health clinics, 
hospitals, embassies, schools and camps.  She served as a Community Liaison Officer in 
London.  She as also found time to visit twenty other countries. 
 
Jane and her husband now live in Bend, where she worked as a school nurse with the 
Redmond School District until her retirement.  She is active in church, Girl Scouts, 
American Red Cross, professional nursing organizations and the Bend AAUW branch.  
She is a popular speaker, presenting at organizations around the state. 
 



 
Saturday: AAUW Funds Dinner & Awards 
  
 

 
 
 AAUW Activities Funds:  What Now 

Speaker: Holly  Kearl  
 
Holly Kearl is a program manager at AAUW.   She manages the Legal Advocacy 
Fund, Campus Action Project, and Student Advisory Council. Prior to joining 
AAUW in 2007, she worked for the National Women's History Museum for two 
years. Holly volunteers with the Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network's Online 
Hotline, and she runs a website and blog about gender-based street harassment 
(www.stopstreetharassment.com). Her forthcoming book Stop Street 
Harassment: Making Public Places Safe and Welcoming for Women will be 
available in August 2010.  
  
In 2005, Holly received Bachelor's degrees from Santa Clara University in 
California in both history and women and gender studies. She earned a Master's 
degree in public policy and women's studies from George Washington University 
in 2007. As a varsity cross country and track & field athlete and a dedicated long-
distance runner who completed her first marathon at age 14, she has a deep 
appreciation for Title IX, particularly as it pertains to high school athletics. 
  



Sunday Morning Breakfast Speaker 
 

  
 
Many Hands One Purpose:  A case study in India 
 Speaker:  Martha Rampton, PhD. 
Martha Rampton is a professor of history at Pacific University.  She received her PhD in 
medieval history from the University of Virginia in 1998.  She teaches courses on the 
ancient and medieval periods as well as Latin and the history of Islam.  She is also co-
founder and teacher in the Feminist Studies Program at Pacific University.  Dr. Rampton 
is winner of the Bernadotte Schmitt grant awarded by the American Historical 
Association, recipient of a research grant from the Western Association of Women 
Historians.  She is the author of several articles on medieval subjects, and her book, 
Magic, Ritual Power and Women in Early Medieval England is in press.  
 
 In addition to her scholarly and teaching career, Dr. Rampton is the past-chair of the 
board of the non-profit, Women’s Center for Applied Leadership (WCAL), and she 
founded Pacific’s Center for Gender Equity.  This organization addresses the needs of 
students and staff at Pacific as well as those in the broader community.  One of the 
activities of this organization involves travel and service in India.  In 2004 Dr. Rampton 
won the Faculty Achievement Award from Pacific for her work with the Center.  She is 
also the current president of the Hillsboro/Forest Grove branch.  Martha likes reading, 
cooking, traveling, being in the outdoors, spending time with her family (husband Steve 
and cat Jack).  She is committed to a world where all human beings have options and live 
with dignity. 


